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Reading time before commencing this work:

10 minutes

Working time for paper:




 3 hours

Instructions to Candidates:

This paper consists of TWO sections as follows:

Part A

Document Analysis:  Answer ALL questions in response to the documents included.

PART  A
Worth 25 Marks

Part B

Essay:  

 Choose TWO of the FOUR essay topics.






 You should write approximately 3 to 4 pages for each.

PART B
Worth 25 Marks

REMEMBER TO HAND IN YOUR EXAM BOOKLET WITH YOUR ANSWER BOOKLET

AT THE END OF THE EXAM.

 DOCUMENT SET:  INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 1945 – 1990 : EUROPE
Source 1
(Extract form an address by Nikita Khrushchev to the 20th Congress of the Community Party of the Soviet Union in 1956)

It has been alleged that the Soviet Union advances the principle of peaceful coexistence merely out of tactical consideration of expediency.  Yet it is common knowledge that we have always, from the first years of Soviet power, stood with equal firmness for peaceful coexistence.  Hence it is not a tactical move, but a fundamental principle of Soviet foreign policy.

This means that, if there is indeed a threat to the peaceful co-existence of countries with differing social-political systems, it by no means comes from the Soviet Union or the socialist camp . . .  As a matter of principle we renounce any policy that might lead to millions of people being plunged into war for the sake of the selfish interests of a handful of billionaires . . .  Our certainty of the victory of communism is based on the fact that the socialist mode of production possesses decisive superiority over the capitalist mode of production.  Precisely because of this, the ideas of Marxism-Leninism are more and more capturing the minds of the broad masses in the capitalist countries, just as they have captured the minds of millions of men and women in our country and the people’s democracies.  [Prolonged applause]  We believe that all the working people on earth, once they have become convinced of the advantages communism brings, will sooner or later take the road of struggle for the construction of a socialist society.  [Prolonged applause]  Building communism in our country, we are resolutely against war.  We have always held and continue to hold that the establishment of a new social system in one or another country is the internal affair of the peoples of the countries concerned.  This is our position, based on the great Marxist-Leninist teaching. . .

We believe that countries with differing social systems can do more than exist side by side.  It is necessary to proceed further, to improve relations, strengthen confidence among countries, and co-operate.

DOCUMENT SET : INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 1945 – 1990 : EUROPE (cont.)

Source 2
[image: image1.jpg]The infant Iron Curtain in 1952 is now a Lrench

In the first years after World War Two there was
no impassable Iron Curtain but this cautious
West German stays safely behind the border.

In early 1961 a real Iron Curtain comes as East
German troops build a border fence of barbed
wire.

Later in 1961 behind the barbed wire East Berlin
workmen build a concrete border wall.




DOCUMENT SET QUESTIONS

(a) Outline and contrast the messages in the sources

(6 marks)
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(b) Explain the context for each of the sources.  Identify the relevant events, people and actions.

(6 marks)
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(c) Assess the extent to which the sources accurately represent the relevant period or event.  Comment on any evidence of bias or motive.

(6 marks)
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(d) Explain the importance of the situation depicted in these sources in the context of the area of study.

(7 marks)
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PART B   ESSAY
Answer TWO of the four topics
QUESTION 1

Describe the changed regional interests and influences in the immediate postwar period and explain how they determined the national policies of the major powers.

OR

QUESTION 2
Explain how the foreign policy of the major regional powers contributed to tensions and competition.

OR

QUESTION 3
Give an account of a major conflict in the region including its long term impact on the participants and its implications for international relations within and outside the region.

OR

QUESTION 4

Evaluate the extent to which the region had resolved its national and regional conflicts by 1990.
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